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Commissioner for Patents 

The JP( ) action cited on the attached 1449 has not been considered because the citation does not meet the requirements of 37 CFR 
1.98, as applicant has not provided a date for the document. The Examiner does not contest the MPEP's statement that "[t]here is no 
requirement that the information must be prior art references in order to be considered by the examiner"; however, the preceding 
sentence requires that the minimum requirements of 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 be met for this to be applied. Since all portions of 
37 CFR 1.98 require that a date be provided for all cited documents (see, for example, 37 CFR 1.98(b)(5)), the presently submitted 
IDS fails to meet the minimum requirements and the cited document has therefore not been considered. The foreign patent documents 
cited in the IDS have been lined through as they were previously considered. 
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